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Everyone was surprised when a
Three Toed Box Turtle laid an egg
during a past Family Nature Night.
Photo credit: Maura Denman
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Paper crafts and edible crafts
are very popular at our Family

Nature Nights.
Photo credit: Maura Denman

Summer Family Nature Nights
Pack in Science Fun!

Family Nature Nights are packed with experiential learning opportunities, creative expression,
and exposure to the natural world through live animal interactions and nature walks.

Select Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm

Activities begin with themed crafts and fun snacks at 6:30 pm, followed by a brief nature walk
before a 7:00 pm presentation by a kid-friendly speaker. We wrap things up at 8:00 pm.

Cost: $10/family (Drop in program)

June 14 -Texas Turtles
with Eric Duran, Nature Discovery Center

July 12 - Back to the Bone: Vertebrate Animals

with Eric Duran, Nature Discovery Center
y “‘\‘\',~ A—
August 9 -Texas Snakes i ’
with Clint Pustejovsky, TexasSnakes.net
/ v d‘\“’\

Park After Dark Owl Prowl

June 9 at 8:00 pm

Our night walks give you and your family a unique opportunity to explore Russ Pitman Park
after dark with a Center staff member as a guide.

Come learn about Eastern Screech Owls and other nocturnal animals w
that call Russ Pitman Park home!

Cost: $8/person Members or $10/person Non-members
Reservations Required. Limit 15 people.

Learn more and register online at: my-ndc.org/activities/night-hike

Bring: Mosquito repellant
and a flashlight for adult
use only.




summer science

Camp Details

Ages:
5 to 10 year olds

Days & Times:
Monday - Friday from
9:00 am to 3:30 pm

Cost:
$250/wk Members or
$320/wk Nonmembers

What to bring:
Kids bring lunches
(we provide snacks/water)

Days & Times:

Monday - Friday from
3:30 pm to 5:30 pm

After Care

(optional)

or $15/day

Cost: $60/week /

Registration

Advance registration
is required. Register
online at: my-ndc.org

Call us at 713.6676550 if
you need assistance with
registration and we will
be happy to help you!

Summer Science Camps

2017 Dates & Topics:

Tropical Rainforests
June5-9 OR June 12 - 16

Adventure awaits as you explore the layers of the tropical
rainforest! Come learn about the amazing plants and animals
that live in these places of tropical paradise through fun
games, crafts and other activities. We'll find out what products
we use that come from rainforests, including some foods we
love to eat. Get a taste of the tropics with some rainforest
treats!

Spiders and other Arachnids
Jun 19 - 23 (WAIT LIST) OR Jun 26 - 30

Are your spidey senses tingling? Get ready for a camp filled
with games, crafts, and animal encounters with creepy crawl-
ies of the Arachnid kind! Spiders, daddy-long-legs, mites,
scorpions, and more make up the Arachnids. Are they all
dangerous? Where do they live? What do they eat? Why are
they so hairy? Come learn more about the features that make
these organisms unique and interesting invertebrates.

Animals Around the World: Vertebrates
Jul 10 - Jul 14 (WAIT LIST) OR Jul 17 - 21

Come and explore the 5 groups of animals with backbones,
spending each day of camp with a different group. Through art
crafts, nature hikes, observation studies, and live animal
lectures, the kids will get to know: Fishes, Amphibians,
Reptiles, Birds, and Mammals.

Demolition - Nature’s Way
Jul 24 - Jul 28 OR Jul 31 -Aug 4

It's one thing to build and create things, but it takes a good bit
of engineering to destroy things well. Explore how our natural
world takes care of its destruction business and try your hand
at wrecking, ruining, and breaking things down! Caution:
explosions may be necessary.

Who's Hungry? - What Animals Eat
Aug 7 - 11 OR Aug 14 - 18 (WAIT LIST)

Animals eat all kinds of things, in all kinds of places. Some of
those foods, we'd gladly partake of, and others would gross us
out! Join us for an exploration of animals and what they eat.
Each day we'll take a look at different foods animals choose
and compare their preferences to ours.
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Sneak-A-Peek Pre-K Classes

Ages 3-5

Sneak-a-Peek classes for preschoolers (with 2017 Dates &Topics:
adult) meet for a little over an hour each

week. You can pick the days and times that Jun 13 14. 15
best fit your summer schedule. Class topics Y
this summer include a mixture of fun animal Jun 20, 21, 22 Rainforest Adventures
themes and hands-on, experiment based )

classes designed to ignite your preschooler’s Jun 27,28,29  Glorious Mud!

Simple Machines

natural curiosity! Jul 11,12, 13 Mighty Magnets
Classes meet on Tuesdays, Jul 18, 19,20 Animal Homes
Wednesdays, OR Thursdays Jul 25, 26, 27  Sudsy Science

10 - 11:15 am ._y Aug1,2,3 Leaping Lizards
Aug 8, 9, 10 Let's Explore Pond Life!
Cost/Class: $15 Member
or $20 Non-member

Advance registration strongly encouraged. Each class period is limited to just
10 students.

Register at www.naturediscoverycenter.org or call the Center at 713.667.6550.
Please email Mrs. Maura, a.k.a Ms. Mo, at mdenman @ naturediscoverycenter.org if
you need assistance.

Summer Group Field Trips

Visit the Nature Discovery Center & explore Russ Pitman Park with your summer day care, school or
camp group. Discovery Room tours and guided nature walks for groups of children ages 3 to 12 may
be scheduled Tuesday through Friday at 10 am or 11 am. Maximum group size is 30 children at one
time, but groups with more than 30 children may call to make special arrangements.

The Center's friendly volunteers lead groups through our two Discovery Rooms where children will
experience hands-on exhibits and live animals. \We will also guide children on a nature walk through
4 acre Russ Pitman Park, where groups can see urban wildlife like birds, butterflies, and squirrels.
One chaperone is required for every 5 pre-K or every 10 elementary age children. Chaperones are
responsible for your group’s good behavior at all times. Picnic tables and playgrounds are available
for your use.

Cost: Just $5 per child. Adults are free.

Advanced reservations

are required. No walk-ins. \
Call 713.667.6550 or email
asiener@naturediscoverycenter.org

for assistance with reservations.
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Members SAVE!

Enjoy discounts on
classes whether
you sign up by the
week or for the
whole semester in
advance!

Mr. Eric and one of his Curious
Kids stop to make a discovery
in the Pocket Prairie.

Fall Children’s Classes with Mr. Eric

Sign-up for individual classes that meet your hectic schedules, or for a full semester of topics

that will inspire your children!

Become a Member and receive Member discounts by visiting my-ndc.org/membership

To register for classes, visit my-ndc.org/kids-programs

Curious Kids
Ages: 3 - 5 years old with adult

Preschoolers and their parents or adult caregivers
will learn basic science concepts in hands-on
classes that encourage and celebrate natural
curiosity! Curious Kids lessons may incorporate
live animals, plants, natural objects, crafts,
puppets, stories, songs, and nature walks.

Cost per Class:
$15 Member
$20 Non-member

Members-Only Semester Discount
Price: $180

Tuesdays - 10 am or 4 pm (1 hr 15 min)

Dates & Topics:

09/12 — Life on the Prairie
09/19 - Frogs and Friends
09/26 — Sneaky Snakes

10/03 - Life in the Pond

10/10 — Sassy Spiders

10/17 — Underground Animals
10/24 — Squeaky Squirrels
10/31 — Nocturnal Creatures
11/07 — Autumn Nature

11/14 - Deadly and Dangerous

@

Thanksgiving Break

11/28 —What's Alive?

12/05 —What Animals Eat
12/12 — Science of Winter
12/19 —Winter Nature Crafts

If you have a group of 5+ kids (5-10 yrs old), you can request a class, or a series of classes on

Junior Scientists
Ages: 6 - 10 years old

Our Junior Scientists explore the natural world
and examine a variety of science themes through
hands-on investigations and experiments, and in
lessons enriched with crafts, games, and more!

Cost per Class:
$15 Member
$20 Non-member

Members-Only Semester Discount
Price: $180

Thursdays - 4 pm - 5:30 pm

Dates & Topics:

09/14 - Prairies and Grasslands
09/21 —=The Amphibians

09/28 — Snake Science

10/05 - Life in the Pond

10/12 —The Arachnids

10/19 — Underground Animals
10/26 — Science of Squirrels
11/02 — Nocturnal Creatures
11/09 — Autumn Nature

11/16 - Deadly and Dangerous

Thanksgiving Break

11/30 —What's Alive?
12/07 — Predators and Prey
12/14 — Science of Winter
12/21 —Vertebrate Animals

)

most nature/science topics. Call Staff Naturalist, Eric Duran at 713.667.6550 for more info.
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NDC Partners with Houston Audubon

for Willow Waterhole Bird Surveys

The Nature Discovery Center is partnering with Houston Audubon to conduct the monthly urban
Willow Waterhole Bird Survey. Mary Ann Beauchemin, Senior Naturalist at the NDC, leads these

surveys on the 3rd Saturdays of each month except December. The monthly bird survey at Willow

Waterhole lets both researchers and birders study how the creation of retention ponds can attract

HOUSTON birds to urban areas as well as how populations of species change over time in this urban setting.
AUDUBON

Upcoming Surveys: June 17, July 15, and August 19 at 7am

We would love to have you volunteer to help out with this survey! Beginning birders can help spot
birds and more experienced birders can help with identification. We break into 3 or 4 groups to try
and cover a good portion of the park. Trails are fairly easy walking and the survey takes about 2
hours. We meet in the parking lot of the Gathering Place at 5310 South Willow Drive,
Houston. Visit my-ndc.org/activities/willowwaterhole for details.

Center to Co-sponsor ‘Swift Night Out’ Events

Join us for our family friendly ‘Swift Night Out’ events this fall. Mark your calendars and come help
count the swelling numbers of Chimney Swifts migrating through Houston. We will watch Chimney
Swifts swoop and soar over their roosts and count them as they enter their chimneys. We often
count over 500 Chimney Swifts in some locations at this time of year!

Loggerhead Shrike
Photo by Pam Dunker

Bring a folding chair if you care to sit down and mosquito repellent! Binoculars are optional (the
swifts are visible with the naked eye as they enter the chimney). For more details and updates
closer to the date, see www.naturediscoverycenter.org.

Dates & Locations for 2017:

Friday, August 25 - 7:45 pm - Swift Night Out at Pershing Middle School

Friday, September 8 - 7:15 pm - Swift Night Out at the Nature Discovery Center
Friday, September 15 - 7:30 pm - Swift Night Out at Lakewood Elementary in Sugar Land i
Saturday, September 16 - 7:30 pm - Swift Night Out at Sky High Sports in Spring Branch

Swifts Over Houston Swift Fun Facts

Who doesn't love a bird that eats mosquitoes! Chimney Swifts can eat around 1/3 of “«

Every Tuesday evening at dusk, from early April their body weight in insects a day - many

until mid October, a small group of volunteers of these are mosquitos!

count Chimney Swifts as they enter local

chimneys to roost for the night in the Houston To take a bath or drink water, Chimney

area. Swifts skim the water’s surface. They fly
almost constantly unless they are

Please feel free to drop in any Tuesday evening roosting on the vertical surfaces inside

and join us at either the SW corner of the Whole chimneys or hollow trees.

Foods Parking Lot (4004 Bellaire Blvd, Houston
TX), or the parking lot on the north side or

Pershing Middle School (entrance off of Stella
Link). 7
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Special Thanks to ...

Chelsee Balanciere - for
sharing her time with us as a
2017 spring intern! NDC staff
were pleased to include her in
projects and hope that she
found the experience to be as
rewarding as we did.

Norma Barnes - for watering
and caring for over 100 pots of
wildflower starts for us!

Betsy Black — for digging up
about 200 native wildflower
starts from her yard and trail,
donating them to us, and then
spending extra time helping us
plant them!

David Black — for designing
and constructing a divider gate
for our new rabbit enclosure!

Debbie Lancaster — for leading
a Walk on the Wildside!

Resource Environmental
Solutions (RES), the largest
habitat restoration company in
the country — for donating
services to enhance the 4
habitat zones in the park
through pond restoration,
nonnative plant removal, and
native plantings throughout the
park. They also removed old
concrete pavers in the park,
allowing for a new meandering
center path with a Porous Pave
surface. We could not have
completed these
transformative projects without
their help!

Terrell Sword and Sword
Plumbing - for repairing
broken pipes and leaky faucets
in the park and for cleaning out
the water recycling tanks for
Terrell Springs!

Spring Quarter Volunteers

Animal Care
Lauren Darnauer
William He

Lydia Long
Yamini Roy

Jaka Tanugraha
Patrick Zhang

Bird Walks

& Birding Field Trips
Betsy Black

Marcy Brown

Gary Gray

Pam Smolen

Discovery Room Docents
Alan Beltran

Jacob Belmontes

Mabel Espinoza

Karen Hernandez

Kaitlyn Lizarondo

Lydia Long

Kaitlyn Qishi

Sarah Seeliger

Educators

Betsy Black
Debbie Lancaster
Catherine Scott

General Handymen
Gary Gray
Sword Plumbing

Hummingbird Feeders
Sherri Chilivetis

Park & Plant Care
Keith Jones
John Willis

Spring Break Counselors
Jake Kovacs

Javier Hernandez

Amber Kittles

Bailey Maierson

Tree Walks in the Park
Jim McKee

Welcome Volunteer
Margaret Dybala

Monday Morning Gardeners
Betsy Black

J.R. Johnson

Keith Jones

Debbie Lancaster

Celeste Mead

Shannon Morrison

Belinda Rossiter

Mary Ellen Taylor

Wednesday Willing Workers
Norma Barnes

Fred Campbell

Beth Debenport

Beth Murphy

Jim Murphy

Debbie Patton

Michael Patton

Pat Roberts

Nora Wolff

Eagle Scout Projects
Native Plant Project
Alex Van Manen
Aviary Renovation
Gregory Dayao
Pollinator Garden
Joey Engelhart
Fence Building
& Non-native Plant Removal
John Kuryla

Calling All

Volunteers

Plant Care Volunteers

Needed \)/ e

The summer heat can be brutal for us, but it is also
stressful for plants. NDC Park Steward Mary Ann
Beauchemin is looking for adults or teens ages 13
and up to water plants in the park this summer.

If you are interested in this volunteer position,
please contact Mary Ann for more information at
mbeauch@naturediscoverycenter.org

Get Involved in
Pumpkin Patch!

Friday, October 20 - Pumpkin Unloading

from 4 pm to 5 pm

Saturday & Sunday, October 21 & 22
Event shifts from: 8:30 am to 10:45am,
10:30 am to 1:45 pm, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm

Scout groups, school clubs, service
organizations, families and individuals all make
great volunteers for this annual event. We need
people to help with set up, clean up, and a
variety of activities during the event. Call Anne
Eisner at 713.667.6550 for more information
about volunteering, or email her at:

aeisner@naturediscoverycenter.org



donor news

The Hana and Arthur Ginzbarg Nature Discovery Center is most grateful to the following corporations, foundations, and individuals
for their generous support between May 15, 2016 and May 15, 2017:

Discovery Circle $15,000 & up

Anonymous

The Estate of Terese T. Hershey

Steven Ginzbarg

Hamman Foundation

Harris County Commisioner, Precinct 3
Steve Radack

Houston Endowment Inc.

John P McGovern Foundation

Patrons for Bellaire Parks

R.L. Cook Living Trust

Wortham Foundation, Inc

Investigator Circle $10,000 - $14,999

The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Ginzbarg Family Fund
administered by the Greater
Houston Community Foundation
Stephen M. Seay Foundation

Explorer Circle $5,000 - $9,999

The Albert & Ethel Herzstein
Charitable Foundation

Houston Bar Association

Locke Lord , LLP

Aileen & Andy McCormick

Debbie & Chris Patton

Russ Pitman

River Oaks Garden Club

Whole Foods Market-Bellaire

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Wildlife Benefactor $1,000 - $4,999

ACME Party & Tent*

Jamie & Dr. Robert Allen

Jill Almaguer

Mara Andersen

Rachel & Todd Auwarter
Cathy & David Beathard
Rotary Club of Bellaire / Southwest Houston
Bellaire Garden Club

Vicki & John Brentin

Kristen & David Buck

Brenda & Greg Cauthen
CenterPoint Energy
Christiane & James Copeland
Jennifer & Ben Cowan

Lisa Derenthal

Kathleen Dunwoody
Eurocar-Werk

ExxonMobil

Fiesta Mart, LLC

Robert Finch

Iris Foster

Janis & Robert Frank

Dr. Johnnie & Winfred Frazier
Dr. Cullen Geiselman

Susan & Kevin Golden
Goodman Financial Corporation
Google, Inc.*

Teresa & Charles T. Hallenberger
Jayne & Garrett Johnston

Rebecca & O. Clayton Lilienstern
Laura & Stephen Louis

Jane Lyons*

Neighborhood Emergency Centers
Linda Steen Norris & Lee Norris
James Phillips*

Prosperity Bank

River Oaks Garden Club

Beth Robertson

Rikki & Maury Rubenstein
Schepps Charitable Foundation
Brook & Ryan Shelton

Edith Shreeve

Village Plumbing & Home Services
Hillary Suzawa & Daniel Lemke
Elizabeth & Peter Wareing

Karen White

Serena & William Whitlock

Wildlife Guardian $500 - $999

Christine Bourget & Andrew Zipper
Michelle & Chance Comstock

Beth & Peter Cook

Michael Fife

Ruth & Dan Flournoy

Prasant & Roopa Gondipalli

Patricia S. & Ira Gruber

The Herb Society of America, South TX
Herman Family Fund

Brenda & Thomas Koch

Lucinda & Thanos Kontos

Kathy & Randy Lake

Nikky LaWell / Nikky LaWell Photography*
Terry Leavitt-Chavez & Anthony Chavez
Helen Leeke*

Lisa & Steve Lim

Kimberly Godfrey Lowes & Mark Lowes
Pat & Bob Lunn

Meghan & Ken Lutschg

Diane & Pat McLaughlan

Mary & David Montague

Arash Noamouz

Barbara & Donald Ostdiek

Dr. Charlene & Scott Owens
Richard & Carol Phillips

Trisha Pollard

Molly Richardson*

Belinda & Alan Rossiter

Janine & Michael Schueppert

Lucy & Ernie Seward

Shell Oil Company Foundation
Cynthia & Robert Siegel

Mary Sisson

Angela Stancil

Sword Plumbing Company

Sheena & Selin Varughese

Edward Wade

Gigi & Brad White

Kathleen & Al Wiesenthal

Scott Wizig

Edith & Robert Zinn

* denotes In-Kind donations

Wildlife Supporter $250 - $499

Carol Akers & John Klug
Dee Avioli & James Avioli, Sr.
Mary Ann Beauchemin & Gary Gray*
Bellaire Young Mothers
David & Betsy Black
Jennifer & Gregg Costa
Judy & Rodney Creel
Durio & Company, PC.
Marybeth & Thomas Flaherty
Jennifer & Andrew Friedberg
Dana Germain
Jeryl & Jeffrey Golub
Mary Green
Lynne & Larry Hoffman
Quyen Tran Jones & Douglas Alan Jones
Mavis & Wendy Kelsey
Gwen Kunz
Kathryn Lopez
Katharine Martin
MinuteMan Press of Bellaire
Spencer Neumann
Todd Nunnally
Denton Ragland
Beverly & Ellis Rudy
Dennis Shepler*
Margret Dodge Simmons

& Robert Simmons
St. Johns School
State Farm Companies Foundation
Kevin Steinberg
Jennifer Takagi & Brian Taylor
Cathleen Trechter & Ed Biegert
Sameer & Joyee Vachani
Sharon & Ray Veldman
Valerie & Theodore Williams
Gayle & Craig Wooten

In Memory of ...

Don H. Daniel
Marcelle Daniel

Hana & Arthur Ginzbarg
David & Mindy Klein

David Tullos
Malynda Clark

In Honor of ...

Terry Guttman
Suzanne & Andy Guttman

Richardson and Owen Families
Edith Shreeve

To make a tax
deductible gift to
the Center today,

visit us online
my-ndc.org/support
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New & Renewing Members

The Nature Discovery Center is pleased to welcome the following new and renewing members for the Spring
Quarter from February 15, 2017 to May 15, 2017.

Wildlife Supporter $250

Betsy & David Black
Brenda & Gregory Cauthen
Richard Alan Goldfarb MD
Lee-Hwei K Sun

Wildlife Partner $100

Mrinalini Bilgi & Amol Desai
Miriam Garcia

Meghan Lutschg

Gabriella Pate

Don Quaintance

Julia Trimble

Family $65

Monica Asencio
Andreas Aya \
Sudha Balan

Liliana Beaujon

Gary Behelfer

David & Jeannine Bergt
Hannah Brook

Holly Chen

Aichen Chih

Sammy Cowan

Jeff Cowell

Deepali Cykowski
Shiloh Davila

Anne Dayton

Rod De Llano
Annamarie Dewhurst
Yuxing Du & Rong Zhou
Sarah Eixmann

Olive Eckstein

Talya Emery

Misako Futamura
Jennifer Garcia

Asmait Gebrekristos
Howard Gifford

Virginia Giuliani

Natasha Hananel
Doris Huang

Alex Inman

Karen Jackson

Dejim Juang

Della King

Lauren Laborde
Kelly Larkin

Jing Li

Michelle Liang
Wendy Magid
Tabitha Mcardle
Sandra McCoy
Clarissa Alvarez McColloch
Silvana Micolich
Staphanie Millet

Ana Molina

Myhd Montinez
Caroline Verot Moore
Lucy Mosbacher
Jodi Muscal

Anna Naglis

Madhavi Nayar

Jetta Neely

Emily Owen

Jenny G-Young Park & Jared Whalen
Angela Parker
Brianne Perez

Santhi Periasamy
Kathy Ploch

Carolina Portela
Ju-Ling & Greg Poston
Amy Ramidzan
Elizabeth Rebello
Sonia Robles

J Mark & Ginger Rubash
Sara Saber

Eric Saibi

Elizabeth Santikos
Leslie Schwartz
Amishi Shah

Sarah Shea

Pranika Sinha

Bernard Silgardo
Elizabeth Sirmans
Amanda Smith
Charanya Sriram

Sarah Stauder

Pamela Susman
Margaret Sweeney
Saba Syed

Amy Tang

Daniel Tejtel

David Tran

Vaibhavee Tripathi

Amy Tsai

Jennifer & Steven Vaughan
ArtVu

Jason Walls

Xiaoping Wei

Glynna & Robert White

Elizabeth Poyet
Louis Smith

Dena Smolins
Lynn Trelles-Gaines
Michelle Vryn

Les Wolf

Susan Wright

/

Individual/Senior/
Student $35

Edwin Buckingham
Leslie Calvert
Emily Clark
Barbara Crotty
Francine Fleming
Dianne Foreman
Wyde Fowler
Twilight Freedman
Cindy Garza
Steven Ginzbarg
Sandra Hale &
Mary Hendricks
Malika Hernandez
Jane Herring
Mark Kulstad
Jennifer Lezak
Amina Malik
Margaret McGuire
Shirley Nix

Teresa O'Donnell
Lynda Pontecorvo

Family Members
& Higher

receive discounts
on classes, camps,
and field trips.

Membership and Gift Form

(To become a member or renew onling, visit my-ndc.org/membership.)

Name Addresss City Zip

Phone Email

O You may acknowledge my gift (of $250 or more) in the Nature Discovery Center newsletter.

QO Student/Senior/Individual $ 35 O Wildlife Benefactor  $ 1,000

O Family 65 Explorer Circle 5,000 Will your employer match
O Wwiildiife Partner 100 O Investigator Circle 10,000 your tax-deductible dues
O Wwildlife Supporter 250 O Discovery Circle 15,000 and gift?

O wiildlife Guardian 500

O Enclosed is my matching gift form. My employer’'s name is:
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HANA AND ARTHUR GINZBARG

nature discovery center

7112 NEWCASTLE ST
BELLAIRE, TX 77401
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We will be closed
July 3 - 6 for the
4th of July holiday.
We hope you and
your family have

Summer 7>
Science Camp
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QVP Minuteman Press Bellaire
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